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ténts and alienation fines reserved ‘wpon them; for, ,wlﬁ-’::*'?'-
gard to the condition of purchase, it s cobe obée_rv'ed', b 4‘
though this consisted at first, 2 as bgen stated, in &‘* '
act.of emigration for the purpose oft inhabiting, &c. other
terms were subseguently imposed, and various prices, inmo-
ney or commpdities from time to time assigned, for thelansls
that yet zemained vacant. The provisions made by acts of
assembly, inaid of those sources of revgpue, for the or
of .the proprietary, are matters belongimg rather to the gene-~
rabMstory of the province than to that of the land office es-
tablighment :—I shall therefore notice them only so far as
they'stand connected with the subject of the rents and fines
abovementioned, and in regard to the inherent land revernmne,
as it may be called, of the proprietary, it is not so matesal
to ascertain all the minute branches of which it miight con-
sist 4s to describe the system of collection, and the connee-
tion Q}lthat system with the operations of the land office.~—
I must however mention, again, that the interpretation ef
the charter, as it respected lord Baltimore’s absolute owner:
shijglif ghe province in the light of a private estate, was not
¥ fipm question, but that his theory and pretensions were
on gty occasions opposed, as involving a power to defeat
the main end of the grant, and the just expectations of the
original settlers, in withholding those facilities and encou-
ragements which mightbe requisite towards the growth and
improvement of the colony. There is no doubt that the
founder of the province of Maryland fulfilled very faitlful-
ty and honourably every iutention of his grant; but the pri-
vilege of raising at his pleasure the conditions of plantation,
orthe price of land, was not fully acquiesced in by the’colo-
nists, especially duringthe periods of trouble and interrup-
tion of the proprietary government. An instance of the dis-
position of the people to dispute the proprietary’s consgruction
of his granthasbeen shewn-in the act concerning “rights of
land?> —Many other documents, and passages in the records
concur to prove that there never was, at least in the ‘early
times of the province, a perfect understanding on this sub-
ject, but, that while lord Baltimore altered and raised the
terms of his grants eof land by instructions to his chief-offi-
cers, asaty common land proprietor might, by direction te
his steward or other agent, the government generally viewed
the conditions of plantation, and imstructions relative to land
affairs; as matters of public ‘and political concern, which
ought ot only to be universally known, but tobe more fixed
and -pernsanent than they actually were. Accaidingly, thé
chief agent was not only called tpon, as has been seen, to
certifythie existing instructions, but, was required alse topro-
duce a correct copy of the charter: taat these instruments




