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st with the Constitation of the United States.
While it would be incompetent for the Constitu:
tion to deprive the Legislature of the appointinent
of Senators, it might direct them to follow certain
rules in that appointment. There could then be
no doubt ax to the power to fix the Limes  Every
one would admit that the time would be as near
us possible to the commeacement of the senatorial
term. It might happen that a political party
eoming into power would elect a Senator several
years in advance. This ought lo be guarded
against.

As 1o districting the State for Senatore,jit was
his impression that they had the power. The
State ol Georgia had undertaken 1o elect mem-
bers of Congress by general ticket, wien other
States were districted, and this had been the case
for years. But while the power was clear, there
seemed to be no advantage to result from it
case did not seem Lo be analogous to that of the
Governor. The Guvernor was elected in dis-
tricts in rotation, in order that the patronage
might be more equally distributed-; hut there was
no such remson for districting the State for the
election of United States Senator. The Senator
was to represent the whole State of Maryland,
#nd should be selected from among the best men
of the State. .

Mr. Bowie said that the gentleman agreed with
him as to the power; and he did not see that there
could be any doubt as to-the propriety. It was
of great importauce to the agricuitural portions
of the State'of Maryland that they should be rep-
resented in Congress, and should net always be
overruled by the commerciai interests of the State,
nearly confined to the city of Baltmore. In the
Senate of the United States, above all places on
warth, could the ag&‘icnltural interests of the State
of Maryland be fostered and protected. In the
passage of all laws in reference to foreign trade,
in all treaties made with fereign countries as to

the introduction into their ports of the surplus of

al produets of this country, the agri-
f the State were deeply and
vitally interested. If the power was left in the
hands of the commercial metropolis, where could
the agricultural interests of the State find a rep-
resentative?  Duning the last five or ten ywars,
gnestions of the greatest iimportauce to the agri-
enitural portions of the State had repeatedly been
before Congress, and in sueh instances, Maryland
ought to have an agricultural representative in
tho Wenate of the United States. It had been
sipposed hy some that commerce and agriculture
were always similar in their interests and frrendly
to each other. He believed them 1o be not alto-
gether so0 fraternal in their relations, but rather as
antagonistic 1o exch other. At was the business
of commetee (o make as great a profil as pussible
out of the producing classes—the agricultural
classes. There was, therefore, a matural enmity
between the two3j and in order that the latter
should be protected, 1t would be necessary thut
they shonld be represented. It was but just tihat
the agrim)llural portions of the State should be
allowed lo have a representative, ut least alter-
nately with the commercial portion of the State.
He considered -the necessity for -districung the

the agricultur
culinral portions o

The

State fur United States Senators, to be ten-fold
stronger than for Governor. The latter had ref-
erence merely to the distribution of the loaves

and fishes of office in Maryland, and the former

to the great industrial pursuits of the State, which
would be affected by the laws aud treaties with
foreign governments, and which should be guard-
ed with the utarost vigilance.

Mr. BrExT having verbaily modified his amend-
ment,

Mr. Bowie moved to amend the amendment by
adding at the end thereof the following :

« And it <hall be the duty of the Geueral As-
sembly to lay off the Siate ivto six Senatorial
districts, and te pass such laws as will insure the
aliernate election of one Senator fiom each of
said districts, as the vacancies therein may re-
spectively oceur.”

Mr. Pugres gave noti
proper time to move to @
the report, by adding at
Jowing :

« But new counties may be estublished by the
Legislature containing the requisite population,
composed of parts of two or more counties, when=
ever a majority of voters in each of said counties
shall at any election for Delegates to the Assem-
bly, desire such new county lo be erected. Pro-
vided, that no new couuty shall be established
unless a bill for that purpose shall be passed at
Lwo successive sessions of the General Assewbly.”

Mr. PuELPs said, that he trusted that the vote
would not be taken to-day upon the amendment
now pending. Hererofore the Eastern Shore had
had a Senator at each alternate election, but by
the amendment now moved, they would only get
one out of six, for the Eastern Shore would form
but one Senatorial district, and the Western Shora
would be divided into five.

Mr Bowik suggested that even that would ba
belter than to have none utall.as would probably
be Lhe case if the State should not be districted.

Mr. JemiFER was opposed to the amendment.
He wished the best men 1n the State to be selected
for the office of Unitcd States Seuator, and if both
canme fiom the Bastern Shore, he should have no
objection tait. He would be sorry to see the in=
terests of Marylaud jeoparded by being placed in
the hands of men whao were not the best fitted for
tire protection of these interests.

Mr. James U. Dunnis, although an Eastern
Shore nran, would not vole fur tiis proposition.
A <enator of the United States was not to repre=-
sont sections of a State, but Lo represent the whole
Uunited States, and especially the individual State,
as a whole, from which he was elected. The
amendment, should it prevail, would provide for
the representation of fragments of the State of
Maryland in the Senate of the Umited Stales.
The best men in the State should be elected to
that office. 1ie believed that the present Senator
trom the Eastern Shore (Mr. Pearce) would in
any Legislatare of Maryland command votes suf
fictent Lo enable him to retain the seat now held
by him,

Mr. Bowie wounld say to the gentleman from
Somerset, (Mr. Denuis,) that although elected
from Adisiricts, the Senators would still represent,

ce of his intention at the
mend the 23d section of
the end thereof the fol-




