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day. So that indirectly the Constitution of
this State does fix the day for electing mem-
bers of Congress. This clause wasput in for the
purpose of guardingagairst any confusion in
the matter; in order that it might be gener-
ally understood that the election of members
of Congress was to take place on that day.
Tt is perfectly certain that it must tike pluce
on that day even without any such provis-
ion. It can do no harm to have it in, and it
provides against any mistake as to the day
of election. At the proper time I will move
to amend by adding the words ‘‘ unless the
Legislature shall hereafter fix some other
day.” .

Mr. Crarge. The election for members of
Congress does not properly take place this
fall ; not until this fall a year.

Mr. STirtiNg.  If the gentleman will ex-
amine the Code he will find that there is no ;
authority to hold an election for members of |
Congress except upon the day for electing
members of the General Assembly. There-
fore no members of Uongress can be elected
this fall a year, because there will be no elec-
tion fur members of the General Assembly
this fall a year.

Mr. Crarke. This section provides for
electing members of the Legis'ature en the
first Wednesday of November, 1864. The
Legislatare wiil mect next January and then
they can fix the time for electing members
of Congress.

Mr. Smruing. Members of the General |
Assem!ly wil be elected in November of this
year, and then not again for two years there-
after. .

Me. CuawBers. It seems very manifest
that by this seciion there is a per-mp ory or-
der to ho!d the congressional election on the
first Wednesday of November next. It does
not provide, as the gentleman from Balti-
more city (Mr. Stinling) scems to put it, that
congressmen sha'l be elected on the same
day that members of the Legislature arve elect-
ed ; that 1s not ‘he phraseology. 1 do uot
want to interfere with the work of the com-
mittee, But T would suggest the propriety
of so altering the last clause of this section
s0 as to make it read that “the election fr
representatives from this State in the Con-
gress of the United States shall tat e place on
the same day that senators and delegates in
the General Assembly are elected.”

Mr. Mitter. This section as it now stands
certainly changes the time of electing con-
gressmen from this State for the present year.
If we do not adopt this Constitution and the
Code is 1 ft to govern the election, then there
would be no election of members of Congress
until this fall one year. But by the adop-
tion of this Coustitution we shall change ¢n-
tirely the tin:e of electing the members of our
Genernl Assembly, and it putsahead one year
the elec ion of cungressm=n. The provision
of the Constitution of the United States says

that the Legislature, and the Legislature
alone, shall have the power to fix the day on
whi b representatives in Congress shall be
elected. Now csn this Counvention, by the
adoption of a provision in this Constitution,
nullify that provision of the Constitution of
the United Stites, and d:clare that the elec-
tion of mewmhers of the General Assembl
shall be at a different time from that whicl
now exists, and therefore muke the day for
electing members of Conysress different trom
what the Legisliture has now fixed ?

Mr. StiruiNg. 1 do not say that I admit
what gentlemen on the other side have said.
But the Legislature of this State, in fixing
the day for electing members of Congress,
has fixed it in such a manner as to leave it
necessarily 10 be determined by this Conven-
tion. It says it shall 1ake place on the-day
for electing members of the General Assem-
bly. Now, if the Cons'itution changes that
day, then, ex vi lermini, the legislative en-
actment in regard to members of Congress
applies.to that day.

Mr. MiLLkr, The pre:ent legislation was
made in view of the existing Constiiution of
the State; not in view of the Constitution to
be made here. Now it is proposed here to
change the Constitut'on sn as 1o put the elec-
tion of our menbers of Congiess onme year
ahead of the time at which they are to take
their seats. OQur pract.ce in Maryland has
always been 1o elect them in the fall.of the
year in which Congress megts. But under
this provision, our representatives in Con-
gress will have to be elected on the first Wed-
nesday of November next. When will they
take their seats in Congres:? Not until the
year following, because the members now
¢lected hold over until the fourth of March
next,

Me. Stockamrmar. If a epecial session of
Congress is called, then they will take their
seats on the fifth of March next,

Mr. MiLer It is proposed under a pro-
vision of this Constitution to have an elec-
tion this fall for members of Coagress, who
will not tuke their seats until a year after
their election. The circumstances of the
country are such that I do not 'desire to
ctange the time of electing members of Cong
gress. I want them to represent the je .p_le
as nearly as possible at the time at which
they are to serve in the Congress to which
they are elected.

Mr. Stocksripee. I have prepared an
amendment to this section which [ desire to
submit. As the section now stands, it reads
— ¢ The first election for senators and dele-
gates shall take place on the first Wednesday
of November, 1864.” 1 propose to amend
by siriking out the words * first Wednesday”
and ingerting the words ¢ Tuesday next af-
ter the first Monday of the month.” The
clause will then read—' The first election of
senators and delegates shull take place on the



