JOHN H. STONE, Efquire; Goversior.

titled, An a& concerning petitions for freedom, and an a& pafled at November
{efiion, feventcen hundred and ninety-three, entitled, A (upplcmcnt to an_ act
concerning petitions for freedom, and an a& pafled November feffion, feventeen

1796,
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hundred and ninety-four, entitled, A further fupplement to an a& to prohibit - _, 3

the bringing flaves into this ftate, {hall be and the fame are hereby repeuled; pro-
vided, that all rights heretofere acquired under the faid repealed laws, or any of
them, fhall not be affeted or impaired by this ac. |

; C H A P. LXVIIL o
An ACT to cre@ Baltimore-town, in Baltimore county, into a
~city, and to incorporate the inhabitants thereof.

B HEREAS it is found by experience that the gdod order; health,
v/ peace and fafety, of large towns and cities cantiot be prefervéd, nor
; i “the evils and accident$ to which they are fubje.ét,éiroidéd or remedied
without an intcrnal power, competent to eftablifth a police and regulation fitte
to their particular circumftances, wants and exigencies;  therefore; )
1. Be it enaited, 2y the General Affensbly 3 Marylarid, That Baltimore-towt,
in_Baltimore county, fhall be and is hereby. erected into a city, by the name of
The City of Baltimore, and the inhabitants thereof .conftituted a body politic

and corporate, by the name of 'The Mayor and City Council of Baltirnore, and
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as fiich fhall have perpetual fucceffion, and By their corporite nare may fue dnd

be fued, implead and be impleaded, grart, receive, and do all other adts, as
natural perfons, and may purchafe and hold réal, perfonal und mixéd property,
or’ difpofe of the fame for the benefit of the faid city, and may have and ufe a
city feal, which may be broken or altered at pleafure; the ¢ity of Baltimore hall
be divided into cight wards, each ward to contain, as nieirly as may bg, an equal
number of inhabitants; the firft divifion fhall be' made by feven refpe@able citi-
zens, or a majority of them, to be appointéd by the goverrior and couricil; and
the corporation of the faid city thereafter, from time to timé; fhall caufe'a cot-
ré¢t divifion of the faid city to be made into eight wards, ‘according to the altual
number of inhabitants, which divifions fhall be repeatéd as often as the increafe
or decreafe of- inhabitants in any ward or wards fhall rénder it neceflary, in order
~ to a jult reprefentation, and when the inhabitants fhall increafe to forty thoufand,
it thall then be divided into fifteen wards, and for any additional incteafe of in-
habitants ‘one new ward only fhall be added for every twenty thoufand, in order
to preferve, as nearly as may be, an equal numbei of voters iri each ward.

11, dno bé it endften, That the council of the city of Baltimote fhall.con-
{it of two branches, oné whereof fhall be denominated The Firft Branch, the
other The Second Branch; the firft branch thall confift of .two members, of the
'moft wilé, fenfible and difcreet of tht peoplé, from eich ward, who.fhall be
citizens of the United States; above twenty-one yeafs of agé, refidents of. the
faid fo’\ﬁ'm three yéars preceding their appsintmént, and affefled on the books of
the afleflfor to the amount of one thoufand dollirs; and the vaters for the firft
branch of the faid city council fhall have the fame qualifications as voters for
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delegates to' the geheral aflembly of this ftite; and ‘the. faid elecions. hall.be

m'ageq;&j&w'c'e. . | L o ‘ R
TV, Gnt B it enale, That the firlh cleion for membirs of the Arft branch

of the city council fhall be held®on the third Monday in Februaty; oné thoufand
feven hundred and .ninety-feven, and on the third Moiiday in February. in each
and every year thercafter, at fiich place in cach waid 4§ the judges of the clection,
in thé firft inftance, and aftérwdrds as the corporation by ordinance, fhall diret;
"the dletion fhall {)c held by ‘wards, and no perfoti thall be entitled to. vote for
an gb{gt. the members of t'fic' ward of whicli hé i§ a refident; three 'rcfp'c_&abic
citizens, refidents in each ward, or a majority of them, ip the firft inftance to
be' appointéd by flie commiiffioners of Baltimore-town, and afterwards by the
mayor of faid ¢ity, fhall be judges of the cle@ions in their refpedtive wards,
and they thall have power to appoint their refpe@ive clerks,
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