Ch. 337 o ‘ 2008 Laws of Maryland

(i) -a statement that the State will dispose of the evidence

unless a party ﬁles an objection in writing within 120 days from the date of service in

the circuit court that entered the Judgment: and

(iv) the name and mailing address of the circuit court where an
objection may be filed.

(3)  Unless another law or court order requires the preservation of the
scientific identification evidence, if no objection to the disposition of the evidence is

filed within 120 days of the notice required under this subsection ,_the State may
dispose of the evidence.

(4) If a person files written objections to the State’s notice that it
intends to dispose of scientific identification evidence, the court shall hold a he aring on
the proposed disposition of the evidence and at the conclusion of the hearing, if the
court determines by a preponderance of the evidence that: |

(1) the evidence has no significant value for forensic science

analysis, the court may order the return of the evidence to its rightful owner, the
destruction of the evidence, or other d.'lSpOSlthIl as provided by law: or

(11) the eV1dence is of such size, bulk, or physical character that
1t cannot practicably be retained by a law enforcement agency, on a showing of need,
the court shall order that the evidence be made available to the party objecting to the
disposition of the evidence for the purpose of obtaining representative samples from
the evidence in the form of cuttings, swabs, or other means, prior to the release or
destruction of the evidence.

(6)  If the court orders that representative samples be made available
under paragraph (4)(ii) of this subsection, the court shall further order that the
samples be obtained by a qualified crime scene technician acting on behalf of the party
seeking to obtain the samples or by the law enforcement agency in possession of the
evidence, which also shall preserve and store the representative samples until the
representative samples are released to the custody of a DNA testing facility.

(6) An appeal to the court of appeals may be taken from an order
'entered entered under [subsection (c), (h)(2). or ()(4) of] this section.
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(@) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.




