A FUNERAL ORAT10

falrwinter, by ‘the high~efforty of hi' genius whofé
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In bonoar of :the meigary: "+, matchle(s foree was ‘meafarable only by the grovwth of:

GEORGE WASH H\}'G‘T"ON, 2.
Lue genersl of the srmies of the Uaited States i
Piepared and delivered at the requeft of congrefs, at”
the. Germsn~Lutheran “church, on. Thusfday, the"
26th of December, by~ .75 Sd b o
MAJOR-GENERAL HENRY LEE, .
Ontof the reprefentatives from thé fate of Virginia,
N obediesice to your® will, I rife” your humble
organ, with the hope of ‘executing . part’ of the_
jyfem of public’ mourning which"guu‘ ave been
eafed to sdopt, ‘commemorative of the-dedth, of the .
mot illuftrious and moft beloved perfonsge this coun-
y bu ever producedy and-which, whild it tracfmits
to pofterity your fenfe of the awfol-evear; feintly re-

_difiiculties, he held in check formidable tioftile segiors,
\condulted by & chief experitnced in the art of wir,’
+and famed for his valour on the ever memorable heights
of Abriham, where-fell “'Wolf, Montcalm; snd fince’
“obr ~much: Iameoted Montgomery } all. covered " with
glory. In this fortunae . interval, produced by His

g n;aﬂcrlﬁy condudd, oor fsthers, ourfelves, saimated by

his‘nuﬂl:fl,: example, rillied- sround “our «country’s
Randard, and -continued to follow our beloved chief,
through the {arious. sud trying féenes to which the
dettinies of our union.led. o g 5

.Who is there that has forgotten the vales of Brandy-
wine——the fields of German-town, or the plains of .
Monmouth ; every where prefcht, want of every kind
obflruting, numerous and valiant armies, encounter-

prefents your knowledge of the confulmmate excellence ‘ing, himfelf & hoR, he.effuaged our fufferings, limited

yeu fo cordially honour. S

Defperate indeed is any attempt jon. earth to meet
correfpongently  this dupenfation of Heaven : for,
while with pious refignation we fubmit-to-the " will of
s all.gracious Providence,- we - can oever ceale la-
menting in our finite view of omnipotent wildom, the
heart rending privation for which our mnation weeps.
Whea the civilized world fhakes to its. cesure: when
erery moment gives binth to firange and momentous
changes ; when our peaceful quarter of the globe, ex-
empt a3 it happily has besn from: any thare in the
faaghter of the human race, may yet be compelled 10
tindon her pacific policy, and to rifk the doleful
cafuslties of war : What limitis- thére.to the extent
of our lofs ? nope within the reach of mj words to.
exprefs ; none which your feelings will - not diféc
oW, T 5
The founder of our federtte republic—our bulwark
ia war, our guide in peace, is no morz.  Oh that this

wis but queflionable ! hope, the comforter of the
{ wretched, would pour into our agonized hearts jts
bimy dew, But, alas] there is.no hope for us: our.

O eT

our_privations, and upheld our tottering: republic.
Shall' 1 difplay to you the fpread of the hre of his faul,
y. rehearfing the praifes of the hero of Seratogs, and
his much lov’d compeer of the Carolina"s ? No; our
Wathington wears nét borrowed glory : ~To Gates—=
to Green, he gave withoit referve the applaufe due o
their eminent merit; and Jong may the chiefs of
Saratogd, and of Rutaws, receive the grateful -refpect
of a gratelul people. ‘ =
Moving in his own-orbir, he imparted beat and
light to his mofl diftant fatellites ; and combining the
phyﬁczl and morz! force ot all within his {phere, with
ateefiftable -weight he took his courle, commilerating
folly,*difdaining vice, difmaging treafon -and invigo-
_rating defpondency, until the aufpié?!a bour arrived,
when, united’with the iotrepid forc€s'tif: a potent ard
“magnanimbu? ally, he brought to fubmiffion the fince
conquetor,of India ;. thus finithing his long career of
military glory with a lultre correfponding to his great
name, and in this his laft a&t of war afixing the {eal
of fate to our nation’s birth. ) )
To the horrid ain of battle fweet peace fucceeded

Withiagton is removed for ever. Pofleffing the flout- and our virtuous chief, mindiul only of the comu:on’
et frame, and puuﬁ' mind, he had pafled nearly to good, in‘a moment t:n_\pting,pe.donal aggnndin’mcm,
bis fiaty-eighth year, in the gojoyment of high health, hufhed the difconitents ‘of growing feditinn; #nd lur.
when habitusted by his care’of us to negleét: himfelf, rendering his power into.the hands {rem which he had
s fight cold, difregarded, became inconvenient on ' received it, converted his {word: into 2 plovghfhare,
Fridsy, opprefive on _Satutday,\and defying every teaching 20 admiring world that to be traiy great, you
edical interpofition, befare the morning of Sunday,, mult be teuly gooduy .
pat a9 end to the befl of men. . An'end. did I fay— Was 1 g{‘zﬁz?f_ur_g,‘-;_xhe :pifture wauld be incom-
bis fime forvives ! bounded'ouly by_the limits of the plete, and thelfaf impofed unfinithed—Great as was
arth,'sed by the extent of the: human mind. . He. .our Wathingighiin. war; and much as did that great
farvives in pur hearts, in the growing koowledpe of nels contribute to produce.the American republic, it
our ehildren, in the affe@ions of the good: throughqut  is not in war 3lone his pre.eminence liands conlpicy-
the world ; and when. our’manuments_ fhall be ‘dane ous: his various talents combining all the capacities of

1y 3 when nations lip\ié.xmin'g'ﬂnll_-bé .na more; 8 Ratefman with thofe of .2 foldier, fited him alike 0
whaq even’ our yodng and far fpreading empire Mall - guids ‘the” councils and the armics of our nation.
have perithed, flill will oar Wafhington’s glory un- Scarcely had he: refled . from his martial wils, while
‘uptill virtue ceale on ~ his invaluable parentsi-advice was hiiil foundingin our.
S ears, when he who had:-been our fhicid and aur fuwerd,
fingle T ur  was called forth.to 8@ a lefs fplendid. but'a m re im-
whgye‘ﬂ"“ I- - portant part, AT E , )

r . .. Poffefling’ a clear snd penetrating. mind, s firong-

" dind's’found jug yment, calmnefs :na temper, tor . deli-
berstion, with fnvincihlé firmnefs aud
" ‘refolutions matirely ‘formed, diawi

v
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- ‘tue which oplif:s even the fubdaed favage.:  ~ -
... 'To"the: :fecond he oppofed “himfelf.:. New snd.

- turbuleneedn:

ympanied "with "the ‘comrelponding: -des.
voting it to° tig commons, §ood.. - T hive fragied
conftithtion, was thewirg osly, without realizinf ‘the -
’se'e‘et'sm;g!@srvf;: This giest weik ‘remainéd 'to"bo .
done, and Ameries; Redfaft in her préferencs with '}

‘voide (dmrmoned, Ker beloved Walhingon; unpradifed

as he way in the dutiesof civil 2dmihiftration; t8'cxes’

_cute this lalt 4& io the. completion of the natiomal

felicity.” ‘Obediect to het call, he sfiumed the' high
office with that felf.difiruft peculiarto his innate ‘mo-
‘defty; the con@ladt atténdant of pre-eminent virtge. -
’hat wis the birkt of-joy throngh our anxious land
‘o thi§ - exhilirating event ‘is known'to us all. ‘T'bé

. aged, the yourg, the brave, the fair rivalled: each

other in ‘démonfirations of their gratitude ; snd this -
high wrought delightful ‘fcene was heightened-in_its

- cfe@®, by the fingular conteft between the zeal .of the

beflowers ‘and the avoidance of the teceiver of the
honours beftowed. Commencing his adminifirition;
what heart is not charmed with the recolle@ion of . the
pure and’ wile ‘principlés sunounced by himfelfy as
the bafis of hispolitical life. He beft underitoad the
indiffoluble union between virtue ‘and happinefs, be-
tween duty and sdvantage ' between the genuine nisx-.
ims of an honelt and magnanimous policy, snd thé
folid rewards of public profperity and individual feli-
city : warching with an equal and comprehenfive eye
over this y reat affemblage of communities and interelts;.-
he laid the foundations of qur national -policy in the
unerring immutable principles ‘of monality, baled on
religion, exemplifiylng the pre.eminence of free go-
government, by all'the attributes which win the affec.
tions of its citizens or command the refpe& of the
world. : e ’
¢ O fortunatos nimium, fua fi booa norint ™ *
Leading through the complicated difficuities ‘pras -

duced by previous obligatises and confti@iag intéreffs,

{zconded.by fucceeding houfes of congrefs, enlightens.,’

ed and patriotic, he furmounted all ‘originalobfiru@i<
ons, and. brightened the gath of our national felicity.
The prefidential term expiring, his folicitade to
exchange, exsltation for humility retured, with =
force increpfed with,increafe of sge, and he had, pre-
pared his' farewell adgrefy to his countrymen, pro-
claimiog Wis intention, whed the udited interpofition
of all-around hiny, enforced by the eventful profpeis

€f the epach, preduced a further facrifice of inclinati.

on o duty. The efeftion of prefident followed, and
Wathington by the unsnimous vote of the nation, was
called to refume the chief magifiracy : what-a-won.

derfut fizure of confidence! which attra&ls moft our..
sdmiration, s people fo correfl, ora citizen com. -

bining an affemblage of talents fosbidding rivalry, and

#tifling even envy itfelf ? - Such a natiofi ought to be-

happy, fuch a chicf muft be for ever revered.

War, long'menaced by the Indian tribes, now breke
out ; and'the terrible: confli@ deluging Europe with
blocdy. bégan to [hed “its .baneful influence over our
happy land. - To the firfl, outltretching his invincible
amny, Ofer the orders of the gallant Wayne, the Ame-

» rican eagle foared “triumphant through diflant forefls,
Peace followed. viftoty, snd the melioration of, the
- conidition of. the enemy followed perce.  Godlike vic-

- delicate wak_the conjun@uré;- sod great was the
ftake. - Soum did -his pedetrasting mind- difcern' and,

¢ enjoyed.: - He:iflued: his proclamation of settrality. .

. This jodex to him- whafe fubfequent condu@ was .
. {snétioned by the approbation ‘of both' Houfes of .coa-' -

« giefs, and by the spproving voice ot the people.:.

.. “T'o this -{ablite policy-h ' inviolably sdhered,: ur
“movedi by'j‘"or‘cigp_ ipuuﬁoq.‘ “uﬁm’tkgn"‘

' Mente quatit folida - -

¢k, tndect: ‘Mainuining hirpacific fyfiem

+dutyy - America,  faithiol! to° heifelf
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