/

12 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

The Convention being ‘nformed, that Elifha Winters of Kent county was willing
to contract for the making 2a quantity of fire-arms for the public, RESULVED, That
the terms offercd by the faid Elifha Winters be reterred to the committee appointed to
confider of the propofais ot Henry Holling{worth.

The prefident laid before the Convention a letter from the deputies of this province
in Cong eis, inclefing the following refolution, to wit:

«m CONGRESS, May 15, 1776

« WHEREAS his Britanic majefty, in conjunétion with the lords and commons
of Great-Britain, has, by a late aQ of parliament, excluded the inhabitants of thele
United Colonies from the protection of his crown—And whereas no anfwer whatever,
to the humble petitions of the colonies for redrefs of grievances and reconciliation with
Great-Britain, has been, or is likely to be given, Dut the whole force of that king-
dom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is to be exerted for the deftru&ion of the good
people of thefe colonies—And whereas it appears abfolutely irreconcilable to reafon and
good confcience, for the people of thefe colonies N O W to take the oaths and affirma-
tions neceflary for the fupport of any government under the crows of Great-Britain ;
and it is neceffary that the exercife of every kind of authority under the faid crown
fhould be totally fupprefled, and all the powers of government exerted under the au-

. thority of the people of the colonies, for the prefervation of internal peace, Virtue, and
good order, as well as for the defence of their lives, liberties and properties, againft
the hoftile invafions and cruel depredations of their enemies Therefore RESOLVED,
T hat it be recommended to the refpeltive aflenblies, and conventions, of the United
Colonies, where no government {ufficient to the exigehces of their affairs has been hi-
therto eftablifhed, to adopt fuch government as {hall, in the opinion of the reprefenta-
tives. of the people, belt conduce to the happinefs and fafety of their conftituents in
particular, and America in general. o | R

- ¢ Extra& from the minutes, . CHA. THOMSON, f(ecretary.”
Which was read and thereupon ResoLvED, That a committee be appointed to take
the fame into conlideration, and report thereon; and Mr. T. Johnfon, Mre. Paca,
Mr. Goldfborough, Mr. Hollyday, and Mr. Tilghman, were cle@ed by ballot a com-
mittee for that purpofe. , '

The proceedings of the committee of obfervation for Prince-George’s county on the
16th inftant were read and ordered to lie on the table. A -

A petition from the merchants of Dorchefter county s & letter from John Hanfon, -
jun. of Frederick county ; and a petition from the minute company Jat. [y commanded

by capt. William Henry, praying to He eftablifhed a company of militia, under their
lace officers, were feverally read and ordered to lie on the table. s

- “Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

posT MERI1IDIEDM

‘Met according to adjournment. .~ ‘

ORpERED, T hat the mufquets made and fent hither by Henry Yoft and John Un-

fold of Frederick county, in confequence of their refpedtive contrads with the Council
: of
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