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thorized ami requested {o appoiut some suitable person as a
commissioner to repair to Harrisburg, Pcnmyivama, and en-
deavor te procure the dismissal of the prosccutions. pending
against the said Nathan S. Bemis, Jacob Forwesd, Edward
P rigg. and Steplien Lewis, citizens of Marylami, or make such
arrangemeciits as may be necessary to refer the guestions invole
ved to the Supreme Court of the United States without compro-
mitting the liberiy of the accused, aund obtain such modification
of the Laws of Penunsylvauia, as will preserve the rights of
Sla e-holders and cherish gond will between the two States.” )
As it is desirable that the begotiation contemplated by this
Resolution in reference to the several objects stated, should pio-
¢eed with as little delay as possible. Imustaskleave to eali your
attention to such measures as shall be deemed necessary fm' that
. purpose by the Executive of Pennsylvania.
I have the honor to be,
with grest respect,
your most obd’t. servant,
R J. M!:.RE.DITH
Harrisburg,
Friday Eveaning, April 15th, 1838,
No. 4. |
Swnﬁ-rml s OFFICE,
Harrisburg. April 14, 1858,
Sir:—Your letter of yesterday evening, containing a copy of,
one of the juiut rcso?utmns of the Senate and House of Dele-
gates of the State of Maryland, (the one in persuance of which
you act) has been recieved. |
In reply to your request, that such measures as may be ne-.
cessary to the cummencement of the negatiation cnntemp!.xtml by
the resolution, shall be adopted -with as little delay as poqsnin!e,
I am instrueted by Gmernm*’ Ritner to say, that there is no
posver vested in the Executive of Pennsylvania, to aﬂ‘ree to auy
of the pmposmom of the State of Maryland, on thc eubject in-
volved; they can only be acted on by the Legislature. The
Governor, howewer, ditecls me to express his readinss to an-
nounce your arrival, as commissioner on the part of x\iaryiaud
to the Legislature at any time you may designate, and to urge
suclt a cmmdemtmn of the matter, as muriesy to yom' State
and the grave nature of the subject require,
- At the same time ihat he makes this offer, the Governor is ot'
op:uion that no legislative uctioh can pos;ily take place during
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