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COMPARED DISTANCE.

The diflerence of distance of the Brookville route as eompered with

that passing by Henry Griffith’s esumated from the mouth of the

~ ayhetstone Beanch on the Seneca to the mouth of Hawlings River oo
«Le Patuxent is 5.85 miles. "The Brookville route being the shorter.

RESPECTING A LOUWER ROUTE.

Before a'luding to the guaging of the streams snd while the line
‘surveyed is in your reeollection we shall now advert to any férther
snformation in our possession regarding the couvatry below or to the
South of the Brookville route; or in reference to the poss.bility of &
lower route in that guarter. The height of the Rockville Ridze
where crossed this season; to wit, at the head of the Whetstone Branch
(marked K. on the map) is 528 feet above tide. From this point
on the Rockville Ridge proceeding South along its water line the
_heights as warked on the maps indicate a rise on the ridge on the fiest
‘mile, the height first given being 558, near the erossing of the Rock-
ville and Middlebrook Road. At this place the ridge is hikewise
‘much wider. Beyond this point however, and continuing aloag the
top towards Rockviile it deseends r pidly till within a mile of Kock-
ville, when the beights are 490 and 461 feets at Rockville 447, The
ridge was examived in this quarter with retzrence to a rouie up the

~_Long Draught Branct frow the Seneca instead of up the Whetstone
‘Branch. Suek & route would have reduced the extent of tunneiling
on the Reckville Ridge but it would also have tucreased the length of
the ‘summit pass’ probably about tbree miles,and likewise the lengih
of the summit feeder from the Seneca Valley. ‘The survey was there-
dore dropped until it bad been ascertained whether the route by the
Whetstone Branch, the shorter of the two, was practiceble in respect
10 supplies of water, for if not the examinations of the other would
ebviously be supetfiuous; it would be superfluous imdeed in contece
tion with the route surveyed unless there was a sufficieat surplas of
water to comptehend the inereased length of the ‘summit pass’ by the
Long Draught route as well as the increased length of the feeders.
‘Other things being sufficient the crossing near Garritt’s, about a mile
North from Rockville, (marked M on the map.} the height of which
» above mean tide we have already .given as 461 feet, would Lave re-
' duced the tunnelling to 8000 teet in length, provided e cap pass, as
‘was supposed, but not verided by measurement, from the Long
Draught Valley into the head of the Muddy Branch without tuonelling.
‘These examinations are otherwise interesting in reference to the pose
sibility of an entirely rew route whicu should necessarily assume &
atill lower summit level, and by consequence possibly afford sufficient
water without resoting to reservoirs, or at least (o so any of them.
There is litle inforwation indeed on record lo encourage the idea
that such a route can be found, still the subject is open until it Las

' been demonstrated oo other grounds than mere opinion that it is une
available. 'The promineat ments of the question a8 tve bave already
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