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Frederick, fiftcen pounds like money 5 to the fheriff of Montgomery,
fifteen pounds like money ; to the fhenf of Prince-Gcorge’s, twenty
pounds like money ; to the theriff of Charlés, twelve pounds ten fhil-
lings like money; to the theriff of Saint Mary’s, feven pounds ten thil-
lings like monpey ;' to the theriff of Calvert, feven pounds ten fhillings
like money ; which faid feveral relpe&ive fums of money (hall be pad
out of the public treafurv of this ftate, in confideration whereof, the
theriffs of the faid feveral and refpetive counties fhall defray all fuch
charges as fhall accrue by reafon of conveying all fuch letters or packets.

VIIL. dnb be it enafted, That thé following, and ho other, fhall (‘;Vhat;fé -
be deemed public letters and packets, that is to fay: All packets con- jetrers, %ilc. ¢
taining the laws paffed at any feffion of affembly, the votes and pro-
ceedings of the fenate and houfe of delegates, endorfed for public fer=
vice and figned by the clerk of the council ; all letters fent by the go-
yernor for the time being, and endorfed for public fervice, and figned
by the clerk of the couacil ; all letters fent by the prefident of the fe-
nate, and endorfed by the clerk of the fenate for public fervice, and
figned by him ; all letters fent by the fpeaker of the houfe of delegates,
and endorfed for public fervice and figned by him ; and all joint letters
fent by the prefident and fpeaker, endorfed for the public fervice and
figned by them; all certificates of affefTments and books of proceedings
of the commiflioners of the tax, and endorfed by the clerks of the fe-
veral counties on public fervice, and figned by them ; all letters and
packets fent by any judge of the general court, and endorfed on public
fervice and figned by him; all letters fent to the ‘governor and courcil
by the licutenant or commanding officer of the militia of any county,
and endorfed for the public fervice and figned by him; fhall be deemed
‘public letters and packets. |

IX. Anb, Whereas the pernicious cuftom of opening letters is loud-
ly complz‘ained of :
~ X. e it therefore enadted, That if any perfon or perfons hereafter, P eronh o
thall wilfully break the feal of any letter or package belonging to the ing letters,
public, or direéted to private perfons, and the fame can be proved a- ¥
gainft him or them by one credible witnefs, fuch petfon or perfons fo
oﬂ’ending thall, on convi®ion thereof, pay the fum-of one hundred
pounds, to-be recovered and applied as aforefaid. ’ .

XI. Provived nebertbelefg, That the governor, or either of the Provifo,
council, the chancellor, any judge of the court of appeals or general
court, the judge of the court of admiralty, or the licutenant of any
county, have full power and authority to open any letter or letters, .
which they may have reafon to'think contain any thing detrimental to
‘this or any of the United States, any thing contained in this a& to the
contrary notwithﬂanding. ‘

XI1I. 'This a& to continue and be in forcé for one year, an_d to the Continuance,
end of the next feflion of affembly which fhall happen thereafter.
"707/ ‘/’me)'( -7- s }/(nff - /7(?,2 mw/'\?z. 397&7




