WwILLIAM PACA, Efg;  Governor.
C H A P bR
An ACT for the benefit ot Iabella Alexander and her

childien.

1784,

YV HEREAS the faid liabella, in behalf of hergolf and her Pieamble,
childien, by her petition 1o this geoneral affemily hath (et
forth, that by the uct ot affembly by which the cil'te o1 Ro.
bert Alexander was confifvated it was dire¢ted, that two thirds of the
land ot Robert Alexander, in Cacil county, includic:g one hundred acrey
next adjoining the town at the Head ot Eik, and one half of his negroes,
be fold, the refidue of his 1and (including his late dwelling plantatior)
and the other half of his negroes and other property to be referved, fub-
ject to the direction of the general aflembly ; that the faid land and ne-
groes, fo referved and unfold, were, by the bounty of the légiﬂatme, left
in her, the faid Ifabella’s, poflethon, tor the {upport and maintenance of
hertelf and children ; but that the generous intentions of the fiate were
in a great -mealare fruftrated by the en- my’s devaftations in their rout
through the courtry, whereby the has been difebled from cultivating and
improving the faid land, fo as to derive trom it the intended fupport and
{ubfiftence; that the is the mother of fix children, all born within the
ftate, five of which are fons, the other a daughter, which faid children
are now with her, and always continued under her care and protection,
and wheit advanced to masuriey, the humbly hopes, they will prove
themfelves good, faithtul, ana ufeful citizens; that her pofleflion of the
faid 11nd and negroes being by the prefent law precarious, and fuhje@ to
be taken away when the legiflature thall think proper, dilcourages her
from the caltivation and improvement of it, and renders her leis able to
provide for the tupport and education of her faid children; that a great
and valuable cftate has already been’ taken from Robert Alexander,
the father of her faid children, and leized, confifcated, and ,(‘old;. and
that thé parr referved as atorefaid, and left unfold, makes but a fin.l pfb..
portion of his faid eftate ; and pray'ed'that the faid part may be grantcd to
her and her children, in fuch manner and in fuch diftributions as to this
general affemtily {hall feei meet; and this general affembly hath thought
proper to comply with-the prayer of the faid petition:

AL e it enafted, by she General Aflembly of Maryland, That of the How negroes
one half of the negroes of the faid Kobert Alexander, not fold ‘Byﬂ the ;g(cﬁ)o'f dit-
commiilionérs appointed to preierve confifcated Britith property, and lct;

1 the poffeflion of the faid Ifabella, fix of the faid negroes, at her choice,

ate hereby given to the faid [fabella Alexander, for her fole and feparate
ufe, and the refidue of the faid negroes are hereby given to the fix chil-
dren of the {aid Robert and lfabelia, to wit, Wikiram, Lawf{on, Robert,
Araminta, Henry, and Andrew Alexander; and the faia Ifabella, and
Andrew Buchanzn, Efquire, ot Baltimore county, are hereby authorifed
and directed to fell the fuid negroes at public fale for the beft prices to be
had, on a credit for five years, provided bonds be given, with good and

- futhcient fecurity, to pay the principal when due, and the intereft annu-

ably ; which faid bonds thall be taken in the name ot the {aid Liabella and
Andrew pathanan, and the furviver of them, but in traft for her faid
¢hildren, and fo to be exprefled ; and the faid monies arifing from the
tale ot the faid negroes, and {o fecured to be paid, and the intereft there-
on, thall be equally divided between the taid children.

['I. And be i enalted, That all that part of the real eftate of the fuid Resi cttare,
‘ . -~ . Bee,
Robere Alexander, which was referved by the legillature as aforefaid, and
remans unfold, 18 hereby given to the fix children of the faid Robert and

Itabelly, to wit, William, Lawfon, Kobert, Araminta, tlenry, and An-
: K dicw



