BENJAMIN OGLTE, LEsquire, GoVERNOR.

C H A P. XVL
An ACT to incorporate a company for the purpofe of cutting and
making a canal between the river Delaware and the Chefapeake

bay. |

T'afled 7th of
Dec. 1799

'\/ HERFEAS the opening of the communication between the bay of Chefapeake and the river Preamble,

Delaware, by means of a canal, will be attended with very beneficial effeéls to thofe parts
of the ftate of Maryland that lie on the bay of Chefapzake, and on the waters that cmpty them{elves
into the {aid bay, as alfo to the agricultural interoft lIhEl‘eOf in general, and many perfons are willing
to fubfcribe large fums of money to effet fo ufeful a work, and it being juft and proper that they,
their heirs and afligns, fhould be empowered to receive Teafonable tolls for ever as a compenfation
for the money advanced by them in carrying the work into execution, and the rifk they incur,

II. BE YT ENACTED, by the General Afimbly of Maryland, That it thall be lawful to open books for Books to be
receiving -and entering fublcriptions to the amount of five hunired thoufand dollars, in fhares of opened, &e,

two hundred dollars cach fhare, for the cutting faid canal, and p:riefling the navigation thereof,

under the management of Tobias Rudolph and William Alexander, at Elkton, in Cecil county,

doftor William Matthews and Samuel Davis, at the head of Saflufras, in Kent county, Richard
Tilghman, gth, and William Barroll, at CHeiter-town, in Kent county, Richard "Tilghman Earle
and James Clayland, junior, at Centre-Ville, in Queen-Anne’s county, and James Earle, junior, and
Owen Kennard, at Eafton, in Talbot county, and under the management of :“.th perfons, and at
fuch places in Delaware and Pennfylvania, as fhall be appointed by aéts of the I:gifigtures of thofe
flates; that the faid books fhall be opened on the firlt day of March, cightcen hundred, and fhall

continue open for this purpofc until the firft day of March, eighteen hundred and one, and on the. _

firft day of May thereafter there fhall be a general meeting of the {ublcribers at the town of Wil-
mington, in the ftate of Delaware, of which meeting notice thall be given by the faid managers, or
any four of them, in fome of the Maryland, Delaware and Pennfylvania news-papers, at leait thirty

days before the faid meeting; provided, that if the fame time of receiving f{ubfcriptions, and of

meeting, fhould not be appointed by all the faid ftates, then there fhall be a meeting of the fub-
fcribers, at the time by them appointed, at the place aforefaid, notice whercof to be given as afore-

faid; and the fubfcriptions made at the times and places appointed by the ftates of Delaware and’

Pennfylvania fhall then be received, and fuch meeting may and fhall be continped from day to day
till the bufinefs is finifhed; and the a&ing managers, at the time and place aforefaid, fhall lay before
fuch of the fubfcribers as fhall meet according to the faid notice, the books by them refpedtively
kept, containing the ftate of the faid fubfcriptions, and if one half of the capital fum aforefaid
fhould, upon examination, appear not to have been fubfcribgd, then the faid managers, at the faid

meeting, are empowered to take and receive fubfcriptions to make up the deficiency; and a juit and.
true lift of all the fubfcribers, with the fums {ubfcribed by cach, fhall be made out and returned by’

the faid managers, or any four or more of them, under their hands, to the general court for the caf-
tern and weftern thores of Maryland, and the fupreme courts of Delaware and Pennfylvania, to be
there kept and recorded; and in cafe more than five hundred thoufand dollars fhall be fubferibed,
then the fame fhall be reduced to that fum by the {aid managers, of a majority of them, by beginning
at, and ftriking off a fhare from, the largeft fubfeription or fubferiptions, and continuing to firike off
a fhare from all {ubfcriptions under the largeft, and above one fhare, until the fum is reduced to
the capital of five hundred thoufand dollars, or until a fhare is taken from all fubfcriptions
abov - .o Mol and ¢ < fhall be drawn between fubfcribers of cqual fums, to determine the num-
bers . -rs fhall ftand on a lift to he made for firiking off as aforefaid; and if the
fubfcribed 3
if there{hl Be an. excefs, then lots to be drawn to determine the fubfcribers who are to be ex-
cluded,” ta-reduce the fubfctiptions to the capital aforefaid, which ftriking off fhall be certified in the
lift_aforefaid; and no perfon fhall fubfcribe lefs than one whele (hare; provided, that unlefs two
hundrgd and fifty thoufand dollars of faid capital {liall be {ubfcribed as aforefaid, all fubfcriptions
made in confequence of this »Y fhall be void, and in cafe two hundred and fifty thoufund dollars,
and lefs than the whole of fu.l capital, fhall be {ubfcribed as aforefaid, then the prefident and di-
.re&ors appointed as herein after'mentioned, are hereby empowered and dire@ed to take and reccive
the fubfcriptions which fhall be firft offered, in whole fhares as aforefaid, until the deficiency fhall be
made up; a certificate of which additional fubfcriptions fhall be made, under tlie hands of the pre-
} fident and dire@ors for the time beine, or of & majorite o f o o v cenc o o e

8 ‘funi.f‘?fuhau_j;gcgz itall gxcvuds the capital aforefaid, then to ftrike off by the fame rule until the fum
reduced to-the capital aforefaid, or all the fubfcriptions are reduced to one fhare, and.
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