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~ INTRODUCTION

| i
: Class A contains the records of the lawmaking division of state govern-
‘ment as it has operated under the traditional principle of a threefold sepa-

- ration of powers. The records of the legislative department reveal the ortgin

.| -and develo ment of the prlnciple of representatlve ,government in America -
and its crystallization into the ‘‘Republican Form’’ of government. | This class

+|  is subdivided into seven parts Part 1, Journals, Minutes and Proceedings; -

| - Part 2, Legislative Debates; Part 3, Proceedlngs of Extraordinary Bodies; @
¢t Part 4 Committee R ports; ' Part o, Hearlngs and Investlgations Part 6, Legis- o
4l ._lative bapers and P rt X, | Mlscellany | _‘, |
I Part 1 presents e proceedlngs sesslon by sesston oﬁ the legislatlve

1| - .assemblies of the Amerlcan colontes territories and states. The plan has

S beglnnlng in each state with the

| earliest record extant, down to a termlnai date varying from state to state.
| " This date is governed B the scarcity of these journals in the research 1i-

i | braries of the countrﬂ and also by the value of legislative proceedingsata
I particdlar period. The plan provides for terminal extensions at a later date
+| M it seems feasible, The printed editions of the journals have been micro-
| filmed when they could be found. Manuscript copies have been used for the

tRE period previous to the printed récords or to fill in gaps when there was no

| provision for printing. If the original manuscript copy has disappeared an

. ~ attempt has been td reconstruct the proceedings frorn secondary or

S semidtﬁcial accounts published in newspapers. |

5 Thts microfacslmue condensation of the leglslatlve records of the states .
k| is the result of a nation-wide search which has continued for more than fif-
1|  teen years. It will be supplemented for the colonial period from records
| available only in the British Public Record Office. Piecing together a series

i .from such varied sources s required precise work which has proceeded
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 been to copy the complete file of journals

| with the same care and exactness needed in constructtng the statutory law
i - inClass'B. R

" PartlofClassAlsaslﬂcantsegmentofthemlcr llms asltts |
Records of the Sta e —hasbeen uilt, Slnce its

¢ PPO
gram of ftinerant mlcroph

a comprehenslve pr

ty | tog ph Its suc-
'l  cessin collecttng one group of source materials suggested the d?aslrabmty o\
% . of an expanded program in allied fields, The problems of procedure en- =

.. countered and solved during this ploneer stage served we »ln the later phases
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|

g o the work

Gl Lnishtive ournalsf thocor of the mlcrdum ’
: make up by far the largest of wo! he series and contain

Mﬂl gtoup of seuee mata als in any d the claseel. His




