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at a Lofs to know how you can be faid to be attacked ; on the contrary,
not only we, but even vou, and the reit of the World, muft tay, that
the Government contefledly in Poffeflicn of a Support, is attuched in
order to deprive them of it.

We fhould not be lefs pleafed to be convinced, than to convince,
and we are aflured you would not have becn at a lois to fthew the fame
Terms of Appropriation and Ules in other Laws, as were inferted in the
Bill for raifing an Annual Revenue, &°¢c. if there had been any fuch.

We muft acknowledge ourfelves greatly miftaken in what concerns his
Majcfty’s other Plantations, if the Do&trine of raifing Money by perpetual
Taws is 1o harfh, as you are pleafed to reprefent it; but the perpetual
Law among our Neighbours in the Colony of Virginia for the Support
of that Government, the late perpetual Law of 1692, and the prefent of
1704 in this Province for the 1ame purpole, as allo the frequent Royal
Inftruétions requiring the fame in other Plantations, fatisty us, that the
Mention of fuch Laws is not only ufual to Englifh Ears, but agreeable
to his Majefty’s Pleafure, |

The Bill, entituled, An AF to raife a Fund to be applied for the
Payment. of an Agent and otber neceffary ufes of this Province, which
you were pleafed to fend to us, we now return with our Negative to it
For however neceflary and convenient it may be, that there fthould be an
Agent at the Impersal Seat, or (if we may be permitted to fay) at the
Court of Great Britain, yect we cannot but think it rcafonable and de-
cent, that the Concurrence of the Governor and Upper Houle, fhould be
made neceffary in the Nomination and Appointment of the Perfon de-
figned for that Employment: The Agents on behalf of other Planta-
tions are generally Nominated by the Legiflature or Government; but
this Bill firikes out of the common Road, and by an unaccountable piece
of Policy, not only places the Power of fuch Nomination in certain Per-
fons to be appointed by the Houfe of Delegates, and to be called Truftees,
but alfo gives to fuch Truftees the lole Authority of paying fuch Agent;
fo that if this Bill fhould be Pafled into a Law, fuch an Agent could not
be fo properly ftiled the Agent of the Province, as the Misnifier of
the Truftees, for he maft depend on their fole Will and Pleafure for.
his Being and Continuance in the Agency, and on their Generofity
for his Pay. .

As to the Truftees, the very nature of their Power would change their
Name or Title of Truftees into that of Guardians, and what relative
Term would beft fuit not only the Legiflative Power, but the whole
Province, to anfwer that of Guardian, we fhall not prefume to mention;
But there might be reafon to wifh (if fuch a Bill fhould ever be a Law)
that the Condué of fuch Truftces, reprefented by their Miniffer at the
Court of Great Eritain, and not unarmed (as you are pleafed to exprels.
yourfelves in your Meflage) with that Fund, might not deferve a worle
Chara&er, and more to the Reproach of their Conftituents, and Dan-
ger of the whole Province, than that of Guardianfhip. ,
Although



